
STATE OF TEXAS §  
 
COUNTY OF POLK § 

DATE: August 11, 2026 
REGULAR MEETING 
ALL PRESENT 

COMMISSIONER'S COURT 
AGENDA POSTING # 2026 - 022  

 Call to Order. * Invocation * Pledges of Allegiance 
Be it remembered on this the 11th day of August, 2026, the Honorable Commissioners Court met in 
“REGULAR” called meeting with the following officers and members present, to wit; 

Honorable Sydney Murphy – County Judge presiding, 
Guylene Robertson – Commissioner Pct #1, 
Mark DuBose – Commissioner Pct #2, 
Milton Purvis – Commissioner Pct #3, 
Jerry Cassity - Commissioner Pct #4,  
Marjorie West – Deputy County Clerk and 
Louis Ploth – County Auditor. 

 
WELCOMED & CALLED TO ORDER AT 10:00 AM BY JUDGE SYDNEY MURPHY. 

• INVOCATION LED BY LINDELL MITCHELL OF LIVINGSTON CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. 

• PLEDGES TO U.S. & TEXAS FLAGS LED BY MARJORIE WEST. 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 1. PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED 2026 TAX RATE. 

A TAX RATE OF $0.6300 PER $100 VALUATION HAS BEEN PROPOSED FOR 
ADOPTION BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF POLK COUNTY. 
 
 

PROPOSED TAX RATE: $0.6300 PER $100 
NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE: $0.595467 PER $100 
VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE: $0.635125 PER $100 

 
THE NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE IS THE TAX RATE FOR THE 2026 TAX YEAR 
THAT WILL RAISE THE SAME AMOUNT OF PROPERTY TAX REVENUE FOR POLK 
COUNTY FROM THE SAME PROPERTIES IN BOTH THE 2025 TAX YEAR AND THE 
2026 TAX YEAR. 
 
THE VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE IS THE HIGHEST TAX RATE THAT POLK 
COUNTY MAY ADOPT WITHOUT HOLDING AN ELECTION TO SEEK VOTER 
APPROVAL OF THE RATE. 
 
THE PROPOSED TAX RATE IS GREATER THAN THE NO-NEW-REVENUE RATE. 
THIS MEANS THAT POLK COUNTY IS PROPOSING TO INCREASE PROPERTY 
TAXES FOR THE 2026 TAX YEAR. 
 
THE PROPOSED TAX RATE IS NOT GREATER THAN THE VOTER-APPROVAL 
RATE. AS A RESULT, POLK COUNTY IS NOT REQUIRED TO HOLD AN ELECTION 
AT WHICH THE VOTERS MAY ACCEPT OR REJECT THE PROPOSED TAX RATE. 



HOWEVER, YOU MAY EXPRESS YOUR SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION TO THE 
PROPOSED TAX RATE BY CONTACTING THE MEMBERS OF THE POLK COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS COURT AT THEIR OFFICES, OR BY ATTENDING THIS PUBLIC 
MEETING.  
  
YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE ABOVE RATES CAN BE CALCULATED 
AS FOLLOWS:  

PROPERTY TAX AMOUNTS = (RATE) X (TAXABLE VALUE OF 
YOUR PROPERTY) / 100 

  
FOR ASSISTANCE OR DETAILED INFORMATION ABOUT TAX CALCULATIONS, 
PLEASE CONTACT: 

TATUM WHITE 
POLK COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR 
416 N. WASHINGTON, LIVINGSTON, TX 77351 
(936) 327-6801 

 
Judge Murphy opened the hearing at 10:02 and, there being no comments, closed it at 10:05 
AM. 

 2. PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED FISCAL YEAR 2027 BUDGET. 
NOTICE OF HEARING WAS PUBLISHED IN THE POLK COUNTY ENTERPRISE ON 
AUGUST 9, 2026.  
A COPY OF THE PROPOSED BUDGET WAS FILED WITH THE COUNTY CLERK FOR 
PUBLIC INSPECTION ON JULY 30, 2026, AND POSTED TO THE COUNTY WEBSITE 
AT POLKTX.GOV. 
THIS BUDGET WILL RAISE MORE TOTAL PROPERTY TAXES THAN LAST YEAR'S 
BUDGET BY $2,248,176 OR 7.65 PERCENT, AND OF THAT AMOUNT, $929,533 IS 
TAX REVENUE TO BE RAISED FROM NEW PROPERTY ADDED TO THE TAX ROLL 
THIS YEAR. 
Judge Murphy opened the public hearing at 10:05 a.m. and reviewed the changes made to the 
proposed budget since it was filed with the County Clerk for public inspection on July 30, 
2026. 

Judge Murphy stated that at its meeting of August 4, 2026, the Court approved the distribution 
of funds to elected officials and department heads for the following purposes: a one-step 
increase for employees affected by compression under the new pay scale, being those 
employees who received an increase but whose placement resulted in a loss of steps; additional 
discretionary funds to the Jail sufficient to provide a one-step increase for forty-two (42) 
corrections officers; and distribution of the remaining funds then available, approximately 
$16,000, to the County Auditor's Office and the District Attorney's Office for unclassified 
employees. Judge Murphy stated that these changes were incorporated into the budget book 
presented for adoption, together with a one-step increase for those employees who had 
received an increase of less than one percent and who had not otherwise been addressed by the 
actions of August 4, 2026. 

Commissioner Cassity and Commissioner DuBose stated their objections to the compensation 
analysis and to the changes to the pay scale previously approved by the Court, and stated their 
desire that the pay scale be rescinded. Commissioner Cassity and Commissioner DuBose 
further requested that the funds distributed pursuant to the actions of August 4, 2026, be 

https://www.polktx.gov/368/County-Budget#docaccess-eb421c9e841b17d2a7fd2db8f0a17910


withdrawn and redistributed equally. 

Commissioner Cassity moved to table that portion of the proposed FY2027 budget addressing 
the distribution of funds under the employee salary study until the meeting of August 25, 2026. 
Commissioner DuBose seconded the motion. The motion carried by a vote of five (5) ayes and 
no (0) nays. 

Judge Murphy closed the public hearing at 10:29 a.m. 

 FISCAL YEAR 2027 BUDGET ADOPTION 
 3. CONSIDER APPROVAL OF ORDER SETTING ELECTED OFFICIALS SALARIES, 

EXPENSES AND ALLOWANCES FOR FY2027. 
MOTIONED BY MARK DUBOSE, SECONDED BY JERRY CASSITY, APPROVE 
ORDER. 
VOTES NO: 0 
VOTES YES: 5 
VOTES RESULT: CARRIED 

 4. VOTE TO RATIFY THE PROPERTY TAX INCREASE REFLECTED IN THE PROPOSED 
FY2027 BUDGET TO BE ADOPTED. 
MOTIONED BY JERRY CASSITY, SECONDED BY GUYLENE ROBERTSON, TO 
RATIFY THE PROPERTY TAX INCREASE REFLECTED IN THE FY2027 PROPOSED 
BUDGET TO BE ADOPTED. 
ROLL-CALL VOTE: 
MILT PURVIS - YES 
JERRY CASSITY - YES 
MARK DUBOSE - YES 
GUYLENE ROBERTSON - YES 
SYDNEY MURPHY - YES 
VOTES RESULT: CARRIED 

 5. CONSIDER APPROVAL OF CAPITAL PURCHASE PROJECTION LISTING FOR THE 
FY2027 BUDGET. 
MOTIONED BY MILT PURVIS, SECONDED BY JERRY CASSITY, APPROVAL. 
VOTES NO: 0 
VOTES YES: 5 
VOTES RESULT: CARRIED 

 6. RECEIVE AND RECORD THE APPROVED FY2027 PAY SCALE. 
MOTIONED BY JERRY CASSITY, SECONDED BY MARK DUBOSE, TABLE UNTIL 
AUGUST 25, 2026 MEETING. 
VOTES NO: 0 
VOTES YES: 5 
VOTES RESULT: CARRIED 

 7. ADOPT THE FY2027 BUDGET. 
MOTIONED BY MILT PURVIS, SECONDED BY JERRY CASSITY, TO TABLE UNTIL 
THE AUGUST 25, 2026 MEETING. 
VOTES NO: 0 



VOTES YES: 5 
VOTES RESULT: CARRIED 

 8. CONSIDER APPROVAL OF ORDER SETTING 2026 TAX RATE FOR POLK COUNTY 
(FY2027). 
MOTIONED BY JERRY CASSITY, SECONDED BY MILT PURVIS, THAT THE 
PROPERTY TAX RATE BE INCREASED BY THE ADOPTION OF A TAX RATE OF 
0.6300, WHICH IS EFFECTIVELY A 5.16 PERCENT INCREASE IN THE TAX RATE. 
ROLL-CALL VOTE: 
MILT PURVIS - YES 
JERRY CASSITY - YES 
MARK DUBOSE - YES 
GUYLENE ROBERTSON - YES 
SYDNEY MURPHY - YES 
VOTES RESULT: CARRIED 

 Public Comments 
RECEIVED GOOSE REPORT FROM BILLY LAMBETH (NO GEESE). 

 Informational Reports 
 9. PROCLAMATION FOR POLK COUNTY JURY APPRECIATION DAY - AUGUST 24, 

2026. 

 Old Business 
 10. DISCUSS AND CONSIDER REVISION TO FIRE MARSHAL FEE SCHEDULES, TO BE 

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2026, AS FOLLOWS:  AMEND THE FIRE MARSHAL'S 
OFFICE PERMIT FEE SCHEDULE TO ADD A TEMPORARY (FOOD TRUCK) VENDOR 
10-DAY PERMIT FEE OF $50.00, AND TO ADD WIRELESS COMMUNICATION 
FACILITY AS A LISTED USE UNDER THE $200.00 INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES PERMIT 
FEE CATEGORY. 
MOTIONED BY GUYLENE ROBERTSON, SECONDED BY MILT PURVIS, TO 
APPROVE. 
VOTES NO: 0 
VOTES YES: 5 
VOTES RESULT: CARRIED 

 11. DISCUSS AND CONSIDER ACTION TO DECLINE/RETURN THE FY2026 
IMPROVEMENT GRANT (GRANT NO. 212-26-C17) AWARDED BY THE TEXAS 
INDIGENT DEFENSE COMMISSION FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF A PUBLIC 
DEFENDER'S OFFICE, BASED ON THE UNANIMOUS RECOMMENDATION OF THE 
DISTRICT JUDGES AND COUNTY COURT AT LAW JUDGE OF POLK COUNTY, AND 
TO RESCIND THE COMMISSIONERS COURT RESOLUTION DATED OCTOBER 14, 
2025 ACCEPTING SAID GRANT. 
MOTIONED BY MARK DUBOSE, SECONDED BY MILT PURVIS, TO DELETE AND 
CONSIDER REAPPLICATION IN OCTOBER IF SUPPORTED BY THE DISTRICT 
JUDGES AND COUNTY COURT AT LAW JUDGE. 
VOTES NO: 0 
VOTES YES: 5 
VOTES RESULT: CARRIED 

 New Business - Consent Agenda 



JUDGE MURPHY NOTED AN ADDENDUM TO ITEM 13 IN THE AMOUNT OF $452,124.04. 
MOTIONED BY JERRY CASSITY, SECONDED BY GUYLENE ROBERTSON, TO APPROVE 
THE CONSENT AGENDA AS FOLLOWS: (ALL VOTING YES) 
VOTES RESULT: CARRIED 

 12. APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS: July 28, 2026 And August 4, 2026 
(Regular/Special Sessions) 

 13. APPROVE SCHEDULES OF BILLS. 
DATE AMOUNT FUND CHECK # 

6/18/2026 323,780.72 General ACH 5299,5308,5318,5324 

7/22/2026 3,500.00 Grants ACH 035/1582 

7/22/2026 7,111.92 Grants ACH 035/1583 

7/23/2026 76,520.55 Grants ACH 035/1587 

7/29/2026 500,821.00 Grants ACH 035/1590 

7/29/2026 38,399.00 General 317474 

7/29/2026 152.77 General 317475-317476 

7/29/2026 1,000.00 General 317477 

7/31/2026 177,624.03 General ACH 5381,5372,5373,5374, 
5376,5377,5378,5386,5387, 

5388,5382,5384,5385 

7/31/2026 11,082.29 General 317490-317498 

7/31/2026 42,227.50 Grants 1591 

8/11/2026 564,481.53 Grants ACH 035/1605-1607/ 
ACH 010/317499-317601 

TOTAL: 1,746,701.31   

 14. RECEIVE AND RECORD PERSONNEL ACTION FORMS SUBMITTED BY ELECTED 
OFFICIALS SINCE LAST MEETING. 

 15. APPROVE APPOINTMENT OF BRADLEY BASS TO RESERVE DEPUTY FIRE 
MARSHAL. 

 16. APPROVE “NO CHANGE” IN COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FEE ($10) AND CHILD 
SAFETY FEE ($1.50) AUTHORIZED BY THE TEXAS TRANSPORTATION CODE, SEC. 
502.401 – 502.403. 

 17. RECEIVE AND RECORD DISTRICT JUDGES’ ORDERS SETTING FY2027 
COMPENSATION FOR COUNTY AUDITOR, ASSISTANT AUDITORS AND (258TH & 



411TH) DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS, COURT COORDINATORS, BAILIFFS 
PURSUANT TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE. 

 18. APPROVE JOINT CONTRACTS FOR ELECTION SERVICES WITH LEGGETT I.S.D. 
AND LIVINGSTON I.S.D FOR THE COUNTY’S PROVISION OF ELECTION 
EQUIPMENT AND SERVICES FOR THE NOVEMBER 3, 2026 GENERAL ELECTION, 
AS RECOMMENDED BY THE COUNTY CLERK. 

 19. APPROVAL OF ELECTION JUDGES & ALTERNATES FOR THE NOVEMBER 3RD 
GENERAL ELECTION. 

 20. APPROVE ORDER ASSIGNING SPACE IN COUNTY OWNED BUILDINGS. 

 21. APPROVE LEASE AGREEMENT TO PROVIDE OFFICE SPACE TO THE LOWER 
TRINITY GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT IN THE POLK COUNTY 
OFFICE ANNEX, WITH AN ALTERNATIVE OFFICE LOCATION AT THE BEATTY 
BUILDING IF RELOCATION BECOMES NECESSARY DUE TO COUNTY 
RENOVATIONS, REPAIRS OR IMPROVEMENTS. 

 22. APPROVE SUBMISSION OF FY2027 RURAL LAW ENFORCEMENT GRANT 
APPLICATIONS FOR THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY, SHERIFF AND CONSTABLES' 
OFFICES. 

 23. ACCEPT AWARD OF SB224 CATALYTIC CONVERTER GRANT FROM THE MOTOR 
VEHICLE CRIME PREVENTION AUTHORITY (MVCPA) IN THE AMOUNT OF $45,000 
FOR THE POLK COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE, AND AUTHORIZE $9,000 
EXPENDITURE FROM THE SHERIFF'S ASSET FORFEITURE FUNDS FOR THE 
REQUIRED COUNTY MATCH. 

 New Business - Regular Agenda 
 24. CONSIDER APPROVAL OF PERSONNEL MATTERS, AS FOLLOWS: 

 A. PERSONNEL ACTION FORM REQUESTS SUBMITTED BY DEPARTMENT HEADS 
SINCE LAST MEETING AND REVIEW OF ANY AUTHORIZED EMERGENCY HIRING. 
MOTIONED BY MILT PURVIS, SECONDED BY JERRY CASSITY, APPROVE 
REQUESTS INCLUDING ONE EMERGENCY HIRE IN THE MAINTENANCE 
DEPARTMENT. 
VOTES NO: 0 
VOTES YES: 5 
VOTES RESULT: CARRIED 

 B. PAYMENT OF VACATION TIME ACCRUED BY DETECTIVE FRANCISCO (JAVIER) 
SEGURA. 
MOTIONED BY JERRY CASSITY, SECONDED BY MARK DUBOSE, TO APPROVE 
PAYMENT. 
VOTES NO: 0 
VOTES YES: 5 
VOTES RESULT: CARRIED 

 25. CONSIDER REQUESTS FOR REVISIONS AND AMENDMENTS TO THE BUDGET, AS 



FOLLOWS: 

 A. FY2026 BUDGET REVISIONS, AS PRESENTED BY THE COUNTY AUDITOR’S 
OFFICE; 
MOTIONED BY MILT PURVIS, SECONDED BY JERRY CASSITY, APPROVAL OF 
REVISIONS #2026-23. 
VOTES NO: 0 
VOTES YES: 5 
VOTES RESULT: CARRIED 

 26. CONSIDER APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO THE SAVE AMERICA 
ACT, AS CURRENTLY WRITTEN, AT THE REQUEST OF THE COUNTY CLERK. 
MOTIONED BY MILT PURVIS, SECONDED BY JERRY CASSITY, TABLE TO A 
FUTURE AGENDA AT THE REQUEST OF THE COUNTY CLERK. 
VOTES NO: 0 
VOTES YES: 5 
VOTES RESULT: CARRIED 

 27. CONSIDER APPOINTMENT OF SCORING COMMITTEE FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
REVIEWING AND RATING PROPOSALS AND QUALIFICATIONS RECEIVED FOR 
DEBRIS REMOVAL. 
MOTIONED BY GUYLENE ROBERTSON, SECONDED BY MILT PURVIS, TO 
APPOINT THE OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT, THE 
GRANTS/CONTRACTS OFFICE & JERRY CASSITY TO THE SCORING COMMITTEE. 
VOTES NO: 0 
VOTES YES: 5 
VOTES RESULT: CARRIED 

 28. DISCUSS AND CONSIDER AWARDING BID #2026-18 FOR LANDSCAPING OF THE 
COURTHOUSE SQUARE. 
MOTIONED BY MILT PURVIS, SECONDED BY MARK DUBOSE, APPROVAL TO 
AWARD BID TO SOUTHERN LAWN & LANDSCAPE IN THE AMOUNTS OF 
$75,133.10 FOR LANDSCAPING AND $15,159.40 FOR THE IRRIGATION AT THE 
POLK COUNTY COURTHOUSE AS PER THE BID PACKET. 
VOTES NO: 0 
VOTES YES: 5 
VOTES RESULT: CARRIED 

 29. CONSIDER REQUEST FROM THE COUNTY CLERK TO MODIFY THE PREVIOUSLY 
APPROVED CAPITAL PURCHASE FOR CABINETS AND SHELVING FOR THE LAND 
RECORDS OFFICE, BASED ON AN UPDATED PROPOSAL FROM DATUM STORAGE 
SOLUTIONS AND A NEW PROPOSAL FROM SOUTHWEST FILING & STORAGE, 
INCREASING THE APPROVED AMOUNT BY $50,266.10 FOR A REVISED TOTAL OF 
$119,782.10, TO BE FUNDED FROM GENERAL FUND RESERVES AND REIMBURSED 
BY 2026 SERIES TAX NOTES. 
MOTIONED BY MILT PURVIS, SECONDED BY JERRY CASSITY, APPROVE 
REQUEST. 
VOTES NO: 0 
VOTES YES: 5 
VOTES RESULT: CARRIED 



 30. CONSIDER ORDER AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF “POLK COUNTY, TEXAS 
TAX NOTES, SERIES 2026”; LEVYING A CONTINUING DIRECT ANNUAL AD 
VALOREM TAX ON ALL TAXABLE PROPERTY WITHIN THE COUNTY TO PAY THE 
PRINCIPAL OF AND INTEREST ON SAID NOTES AND TO CREATE A SINKING 
FUND FOR THE REDEMPTION THEREOF AND THE ASSESSMENT AND 
COLLECTION OF SUCH TAXES; AUTHORIZING THE SALE THEREOF’ ENACTING 
PROVISIONS INCIDENT AND RELATED TO THE ISSUANCE OF SAID NOTES. 
MOTIONED BY MILT PURVIS, SECONDED BY GUYLENE ROBERTSON, TO 
APPROVE ORDER AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF POLK COUNTY, TEXAS TAX 
NOTES, SERIES 2026 IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TERMS AND PROVISIONS 
STATED IN THE ORDER AND THE FINANCIAL TERMS PRESENTED BY THE 
COUNTY'S FINANCIAL ADVISOR. 
VOTES NO: 0 
VOTES YES: 5 
VOTES RESULT: CARRIED 

 Adjourn 
MOTIONED BY MILT PURVIS, SECONDED BY JERRY CASSITY, ADJOURN AT 11:07 
A.M. 
VOTES NO: 0 
VOTES YES: 5 
VOTES RESULT: CARRIED 

  

  
 _________________________________ 
 SYDNEY MURPHY, COUNTY JUDGE 
ATTEST:  
  
_________________________________  
SCHELANA HOCK, COUNTY CLERK  
  
BY:    ____________________________  
MARJORIE WEST, DEPUTY CLERK  
 



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  

ON TAX INCREASE  
 

A tax rate of $0.630000 per $100 valuation has been proposed by the governing body of POLK 

COUNTY.  
 

PROPOSED TAX RATE  $0.630000 per $100 
 

NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE  $0.595467 per $100 
 

VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE  $0.635125 per $100 

 

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2026 tax year that will raise the same amount 

of property tax revenue for POLK COUNTY from the same properties in both the 2025 tax year 

and the 2026 tax year. 

 

The voter-approval rate is the highest tax rate that POLK COUNTY may adopt without holding an 

election to seek voter approval of the rate. 

 

The proposed tax rate is greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This means that POLK 

COUNTY is proposing to increase property taxes for the 2026 tax year. 

 

A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON August 11, 2026 AT 10:00 

AM AT Commissioners Courtroom, 410 E. Church Street, Suite A, Livingston, Texas 77351. 

 

The proposed tax rate is not greater than the voter-approval tax rate. As a result, POLK COUNTY 

is not required to hold an election at which voters may accept or reject the proposed tax rate. 

However, you may express your support for or opposition to the proposed tax rate by contacting 

the members of the Commissioner's Court of POLK COUNTY at their offices or by attending the 

public hearing mentioned above. 

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE RATES MENTIONED ABOVE CAN BE CALCULATED AS 

FOLLOWS: 

 

Property tax amount= (tax rate) x (taxable value of your property)/100  

 

FOR the proposal: Sydney Murphy, Guylene Robertson, Mark DuBose, Milt Purvis, Jerry Cassity 
 

  

  

  
  

AGAINST the proposal: None 
 

  

  
  

  

PRESENT and not voting: None 
 

  
  

ABSENT: None 
 

  

  

 

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you can 

easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information about proposed tax 

rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property. 

 



The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated 

to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state. 

 

The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead by POLK 

COUNTY last year to the taxes proposed to be imposed on the average residence homestead by 

POLK COUNTY this year. 
 

2025 2026 Change 

Total tax rate (per 

$100 of value)  

$0.598600  $0.630000  increase of 0.031400 per 

$100, or 5.25%  

Average homestead 

taxable value  

$166,792  $174,948  increase of 4.89%  

Tax on average 

homestead  

$998.42  $1,102.17 increase of 103.75, or 

10.39%  

Total tax levy on all 

properties  

$29,370,468  $31,618,644  increase of 2,248,176, or 

7.65%  

 
 

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax assessor for POLK COUNTY at 936-

327-6801 or Tatum.White@co.polk.tx.us, or visit polktx.gov for more information. 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

POLK COUNTY,   TEXAS 
 
 
 

 

 

NOTICE BY THE POLK COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS COURT 

In accordance with Local Government Code §111.0075, the Polk County 

Commissioners Court hereby gives notice of a public hearing relating to the 

budget proposed for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2026.  The public 

hearing will be held on Tuesday, August 11, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. in the 

Commissioners Courtroom in Suite A of the Polk County Regional Health 

Building, 410 E. Church, Livingston, Texas. The proposed budget has been 

filed with the County Clerk for public inspection and posted on the County’s 

website at www.polktx.gov. This budget will raise more total property taxes 

than last year’s budget by $2,248,176, or 7.65 percent, and of that amount, 

$929,533 is tax revenue to be raised from new property added to the tax roll 

this year.  

 

 

 

http://www.polktx.gov/




Capital Expense Plan
Capital Expenses refer to those purchases and projects treated as an amortizable investment in capital assets, rather

than as an ordinary operating expense. The County does not adopt a separate budget for capital expenses, opting to

include the revenues and expenditures for capital spending within the associated department or fund when funds are

available within the budget, unless otherwise directed by law for state or federal funds granted to such a project.

Each year, however, Departments are asked to identify and discuss capital needs within their respective budget

request. During budget workshops, the Commissioner Court balances the needs identified against available and

projected funding sources. Capital expenses with an expected cost exceeding that which can reasonably be included

in the annual budget are included in a listing of Capital Purchase Projections, rather than adopted within the fiscal

year budget. Through a Reimbursement Resolution approved at the beginning of each fiscal year, the Commissioners

Court considers each listed purchase request or project individually and may approve payment from available fund

balance, which is then reimbursed by proceeds of legally authorized debt (tax notes) issued at fiscal year-end.

Description of Expenses Included in the Plan
Categories of expenses considered for a Reimbursement Resolution have been developed in response to and in

accordance with the County's Strategic and Capital Plan, and in support of the Overarching County Goals and

Objectives outlined in Polk County's Roadmap to Success.

Goal: Manage Growth Objective: Use planning processes and infrastructure investment to accommodate growth

while maintaining a safe, functional environment for all citizens.

Construction and improvement of roads and bridges

Acquisition of road right-of-way and real property

Purchase of road maintenance and public safety equipment

Infrastructure improvements that support economic development and predictable growth

Goals: Improve Efficiency & Productivity | Foster a Supportive Employee Environment Objective: Address

increased usage, need, and functionality of County facilities; reduce repair and maintenance costs for buildings and

vehicles; and provide staff with the tools and environment needed to serve the public effectively.

Construction of and improvements to County buildings and facilities

Acquisition of vehicles and after-market equipment

Purchase of equipment and tools that support departmental operations and employee productivity

Goals: Increase Communication & Services to Citizens | Improve Efficiency & Productivity | Maximize the Use of

Technology Objective: Modernize County systems and leverage technology to improve service delivery, expand public

access to County records and services, and strengthen data security and operational efficiency.

Acquisition of computer equipment and software

Acquisition of office furnishings and equipment

Scanning, organization, and digital imaging of County records

Expansion of online services and electronic public access to applicable County data and records

Cybersecurity infrastructure and data protection improvements

Goal: Enhance Revenues & Financial Stability Objective: Pursue capital investments and cost-recovery strategies

that reduce long-term costs, support grant eligibility, and contribute to the County's overall financial sustainability.

Capital projects supporting grant match requirements or reimbursement eligibility

Asset acquisition or improvement that reduces ongoing maintenance or operational costs

Investments that support economic development and revenue diversification efforts

Table of ContentsCapital Expense Plan
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FY2027 Capital Purchase Requests
The following capital purchase requests, if approved, will be funded from General Fund reserves and may be

reimbursed through the Court's issuance of seven-year tax notes, should sufficient alternative funding not be

available. The Court's most recent tax note issuance occurred in FY2022, with final payoff anticipated in FY2029. In

subsequent years, elevated interest rates allowed the Court to certify surplus depository interest revenues in lieu of

issuing debt. When capital requests are modest in scale, the Court has the option to absorb them within the operating

budget — as was done in FY2026.

FY2027 Capital Costs By Project Type

Computers and Related Equipment $747,400 53.42%

Law Enforcement Equipment $579,815 41.44%

Office Furnishings & Equipment $72,000 5.15%

1.4M

Computers and Related Equipment

Category FY2027

County Clerk - Election Equipment $644,000

IT - Annual Technology Rotation $46,400

IT - Southern Software Server Replacement $43,000

Emergency Management - 3 Computers for EOC AV System $14,000

Total Computers and Related Equipment $747,400

Law Enforcement Equipment

Category FY2027

Sheriff - Aftermarket Vehicle Equipment $226,795

Sheriff / Jail / Constables - Axon Cameras $150,000

Jail - Kitchen Equipment $56,000

Pct. 4 Constable - Aftermarket Vehicle Equipment $49,565

Pct. 3 Constable - Aftermarket Vehicle Equipment $49,565

Courthouse Security - Metal Detector $27,500

Pct. 1 - Constable Aftermarket Vehicle Equipment $20,390

Total Law Enforcement Equipment $579,815

Office Furnishings & Equipment

Category FY2027

Multi-Department - Courthouse Furnishings & Equipment $72,000

Total Office Furnishings & Equipment $72,000
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Polk County New Pay Scale — Hourly (20 grades)
Hourly = Annual ÷ 2080, rounded to the cent.

Grade Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 Step 6 Step 7 Step 8 Step 9 Step 10 Step 11 Step 12 Step 13 Step 14 Step 15 Step 16
105 $15.16 $15.54 $15.93 $16.33 $16.74 $17.16 $17.59 $18.03 $18.48 $18.94 $19.41 $19.90 $20.40 $20.91 $21.43 $21.96

106 $15.92 $16.32 $16.73 $17.15 $17.58 $18.02 $18.47 $18.93 $19.40 $19.89 $20.38 $20.89 $21.41 $21.95 $22.50 $23.06

107 $16.72 $17.14 $17.57 $18.00 $18.45 $18.92 $19.39 $19.87 $20.37 $20.88 $21.40 $21.94 $22.49 $23.05 $23.62 $24.21

108 $17.56 $17.99 $18.44 $18.91 $19.38 $19.86 $20.36 $20.87 $21.39 $21.92 $22.47 $23.03 $23.61 $24.20 $24.81 $25.43

109 $18.43 $18.89 $19.37 $19.85 $20.35 $20.86 $21.38 $21.91 $22.46 $23.02 $23.60 $24.19 $24.79 $25.41 $26.05 $26.70

110 $19.35 $19.84 $20.33 $20.84 $21.36 $21.90 $22.45 $23.01 $23.58 $24.17 $24.78 $25.39 $26.03 $26.68 $27.35 $28.03

111 $20.32 $20.83 $21.35 $21.89 $22.43 $22.99 $23.57 $24.16 $24.76 $25.38 $26.01 $26.67 $27.33 $28.02 $28.72 $29.43

112 $21.34 $21.87 $22.42 $22.98 $23.55 $24.14 $24.75 $25.37 $26.00 $26.65 $27.32 $28.00 $28.70 $29.42 $30.15 $30.91

113 $22.41 $22.97 $23.54 $24.13 $24.73 $25.35 $25.98 $26.63 $27.30 $27.98 $28.68 $29.40 $30.13 $30.89 $31.66 $32.45

114 $23.53 $24.11 $24.72 $25.33 $25.97 $26.62 $27.28 $27.96 $28.66 $29.38 $30.11 $30.87 $31.64 $32.43 $33.24 $34.07

115 $24.70 $25.32 $25.95 $26.60 $27.27 $27.95 $28.65 $29.36 $30.10 $30.85 $31.62 $32.41 $33.22 $34.05 $34.90 $35.78

116 $25.94 $26.59 $27.25 $27.93 $28.63 $29.35 $30.08 $30.83 $31.60 $32.39 $33.20 $34.03 $34.88 $35.75 $36.65 $37.56

117 $27.23 $27.92 $28.61 $29.33 $30.06 $30.81 $31.58 $32.37 $33.18 $34.01 $34.86 $35.73 $36.63 $37.54 $38.48 $39.44

118 $28.60 $29.31 $30.04 $30.79 $31.56 $32.35 $33.16 $33.99 $34.84 $35.71 $36.60 $37.52 $38.46 $39.42 $40.40 $41.41

119 $30.03 $30.78 $31.55 $32.33 $33.14 $33.97 $34.82 $35.69 $36.58 $37.50 $38.43 $39.40 $40.38 $41.39 $42.43 $43.49

120 $31.53 $32.32 $33.12 $33.95 $34.80 $35.67 $36.56 $37.48 $38.41 $39.37 $40.36 $41.37 $42.40 $43.46 $44.55 $45.66

121 $33.10 $33.93 $34.78 $35.65 $36.54 $37.45 $38.39 $39.35 $40.33 $41.34 $42.38 $43.44 $44.52 $45.63 $46.78 $47.94

122 $34.76 $35.63 $36.52 $37.43 $38.37 $39.33 $40.31 $41.32 $42.35 $43.41 $44.49 $45.61 $46.75 $47.92 $49.11 $50.34

123 $36.50 $37.41 $38.34 $39.30 $40.29 $41.29 $42.33 $43.38 $44.47 $45.58 $46.72 $47.89 $49.08 $50.31 $51.57 $52.86

124 $38.32 $39.28 $40.26 $41.27 $42.30 $43.36 $44.44 $45.55 $46.69 $47.86 $49.06 $50.28 $51.54 $52.83 $54.15 $55.50

Hourly Pay Scale
FY2027 Pay Scale

Approved 7/28/2026



Polk County New Pay Scale — Annual (20 grades)

Grade Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 Step 6 Step 7 Step 8 Step 9 Step 10 Step 11 Step 12 Step 13 Step 14 Step 15 Step 16
105 $31,543 $32,332 $33,140 $33,969 $34,818 $35,688 $36,580 $37,495 $38,432 $39,393 $40,378 $41,387 $42,422 $43,483 $44,570 $45,684

106 $33,120 $33,948 $34,797 $35,667 $36,559 $37,473 $38,410 $39,370 $40,354 $41,363 $42,397 $43,457 $44,543 $45,657 $46,798 $47,968

107 $34,776 $35,645 $36,536 $37,449 $38,385 $39,345 $40,329 $41,337 $42,370 $43,429 $44,515 $45,628 $46,769 $47,938 $49,136 $50,364

108 $36,515 $37,428 $38,364 $39,323 $40,306 $41,314 $42,347 $43,406 $44,491 $45,603 $46,743 $47,912 $49,110 $50,338 $51,596 $52,886

109 $38,341 $39,300 $40,283 $41,290 $42,322 $43,380 $44,465 $45,577 $46,716 $47,884 $49,081 $50,308 $51,566 $52,855 $54,176 $55,530

110 $40,258 $41,264 $42,296 $43,353 $44,437 $45,548 $46,687 $47,854 $49,050 $50,276 $51,533 $52,821 $54,142 $55,496 $56,883 $58,305

111 $42,271 $43,328 $44,411 $45,521 $46,659 $47,825 $49,021 $50,247 $51,503 $52,791 $54,111 $55,464 $56,851 $58,272 $59,729 $61,222

112 $44,385 $45,495 $46,632 $47,798 $48,993 $50,218 $51,473 $52,760 $54,079 $55,431 $56,817 $58,237 $59,693 $61,185 $62,715 $64,283

113 $46,604 $47,769 $48,963 $50,187 $51,442 $52,728 $54,046 $55,397 $56,782 $58,202 $59,657 $61,148 $62,677 $64,244 $65,850 $67,496

114 $48,934 $50,157 $51,411 $52,696 $54,013 $55,363 $56,747 $58,166 $59,620 $61,111 $62,639 $64,205 $65,810 $67,455 $69,141 $70,870

115 $51,381 $52,666 $53,983 $55,333 $56,716 $58,134 $59,587 $61,077 $62,604 $64,169 $65,773 $67,417 $69,102 $70,830 $72,601 $74,416

116 $53,950 $55,299 $56,681 $58,098 $59,550 $61,039 $62,565 $64,129 $65,732 $67,375 $69,059 $70,785 $72,555 $74,369 $76,228 $78,134

117 $56,648 $58,064 $59,516 $61,004 $62,529 $64,092 $65,694 $67,336 $69,019 $70,744 $72,513 $74,326 $76,184 $78,089 $80,041 $82,042

118 $59,480 $60,967 $62,491 $64,053 $65,654 $67,295 $68,977 $70,701 $72,469 $74,281 $76,138 $78,041 $79,992 $81,992 $84,042 $86,143

119 $62,454 $64,015 $65,615 $67,255 $68,936 $70,659 $72,425 $74,236 $76,092 $77,994 $79,944 $81,943 $83,992 $86,092 $88,244 $90,450

120 $65,577 $67,216 $68,896 $70,618 $72,383 $74,193 $76,048 $77,949 $79,898 $81,895 $83,942 $86,041 $88,192 $90,397 $92,657 $94,973

121 $68,856 $70,577 $72,341 $74,150 $76,004 $77,904 $79,852 $81,848 $83,894 $85,991 $88,141 $90,345 $92,604 $94,919 $97,292 $99,724

122 $72,299 $74,106 $75,959 $77,858 $79,804 $81,799 $83,844 $85,940 $88,089 $90,291 $92,548 $94,862 $97,234 $99,665 $102,157 $104,711

123 $75,914 $77,812 $79,757 $81,751 $83,795 $85,890 $88,037 $90,238 $92,494 $94,806 $97,176 $99,605 $102,095 $104,647 $107,263 $109,945

124 $79,710 $81,703 $83,746 $85,840 $87,986 $90,186 $92,441 $94,752 $97,121 $99,549 $102,038 $104,589 $107,204 $109,884 $112,631 $115,447

Based on 2,080 hours scheduled annually
FY2027 Pay Scale

Approved 7/28/2026



Polk County New Pay Scale — Annual (20 grades) — Scheduled 2,184 hours per year

Grade Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 Step 6 Step 7 Step 8 Step 9 Step 10 Step 11 Step 12 Step 13 Step 14 Step 15 Step 16
105 $33,120 $33,949 $34,797 $35,667 $36,559 $37,472 $38,409 $39,370 $40,354 $41,363 $42,397 $43,456 $44,543 $45,657 $46,799 $47,968

106 $34,776 $35,645 $36,537 $37,450 $38,387 $39,347 $40,331 $41,339 $42,372 $43,431 $44,517 $45,630 $46,770 $47,940 $49,138 $50,366

107 $36,515 $37,427 $38,363 $39,321 $40,304 $41,312 $42,345 $43,404 $44,489 $45,600 $46,741 $47,909 $49,107 $50,335 $51,593 $52,882

108 $38,341 $39,299 $40,282 $41,289 $42,321 $43,380 $44,464 $45,576 $46,716 $47,883 $49,080 $50,308 $51,566 $52,855 $54,176 $55,530

109 $40,258 $41,265 $42,297 $43,355 $44,438 $45,549 $46,688 $47,856 $49,052 $50,278 $51,535 $52,823 $54,144 $55,498 $56,885 $58,307

110 $42,271 $43,327 $44,411 $45,521 $46,659 $47,825 $49,021 $50,247 $51,503 $52,790 $54,110 $55,462 $56,849 $58,271 $59,727 $61,220

111 $44,385 $45,494 $46,632 $47,797 $48,992 $50,216 $51,472 $52,759 $54,078 $55,431 $56,817 $58,237 $59,694 $61,186 $62,715 $64,283

112 $46,604 $47,770 $48,964 $50,188 $51,443 $52,729 $54,047 $55,398 $56,783 $58,203 $59,658 $61,149 $62,678 $64,244 $65,851 $67,497

113 $48,934 $50,157 $51,411 $52,696 $54,014 $55,364 $56,748 $58,167 $59,621 $61,112 $62,640 $64,205 $65,811 $67,456 $69,143 $70,871

114 $51,381 $52,665 $53,982 $55,331 $56,714 $58,131 $59,584 $61,074 $62,601 $64,167 $65,771 $67,415 $69,101 $70,828 $72,598 $74,414

115 $53,950 $55,299 $56,682 $58,100 $59,552 $61,041 $62,566 $64,131 $65,734 $67,377 $69,062 $70,788 $72,557 $74,372 $76,231 $78,137

116 $56,648 $58,064 $59,515 $61,003 $62,528 $64,091 $65,693 $67,335 $69,019 $70,744 $72,512 $74,324 $76,183 $78,087 $80,039 $82,041

117 $59,480 $60,967 $62,492 $64,054 $65,655 $67,297 $68,979 $70,703 $72,470 $74,281 $76,139 $78,042 $79,993 $81,993 $84,043 $86,144

118 $62,454 $64,015 $65,616 $67,256 $68,937 $70,660 $72,426 $74,236 $76,092 $77,995 $79,945 $81,943 $83,992 $86,092 $88,244 $90,450

119 $65,577 $67,216 $68,896 $70,618 $72,383 $74,192 $76,046 $77,948 $79,897 $81,894 $83,941 $86,040 $88,192 $90,397 $92,656 $94,973

120 $68,856 $70,577 $72,341 $74,149 $76,002 $77,903 $79,850 $81,846 $83,893 $85,990 $88,139 $90,343 $92,602 $94,917 $97,290 $99,722

121 $72,299 $74,106 $75,958 $77,858 $79,804 $81,799 $83,845 $85,940 $88,089 $90,291 $92,548 $94,862 $97,234 $99,665 $102,157 $104,710

122 $75,914 $77,811 $79,757 $81,751 $83,794 $85,889 $88,036 $90,237 $92,493 $94,806 $97,175 $99,605 $102,096 $104,648 $107,265 $109,947

123 $79,710 $81,703 $83,745 $85,839 $87,985 $90,185 $92,439 $94,750 $97,119 $99,546 $102,035 $104,585 $107,200 $109,879 $112,626 $115,442

124 $83,696 $85,788 $87,933 $90,132 $92,385 $94,695 $97,063 $99,490 $101,977 $104,526 $107,140 $109,818 $112,564 $115,378 $118,263 $121,219

Based on 2,184 hours scheduled annually
FY2027 Pay Scale

Approved 7/28/2026



 

 

 
 
 

 ORDER 
 OF THE POLK COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT 
 Setting the 2026 Tax Rate (to fund the FY2027 Budget) 
 
WE, the undersigned, being the membership of the Commissioners Court of Polk County, do hereby 
acknowledge that all statutory requirements related to the setting of the 2026 Tax Rate have been satisfied;  
 
THE COMMISSIONERS COURT, meeting on this the 11th day of August 2026, in a properly called 
session with the following Members present:   
 
   Sydney Murphy County Judge 
   Guylene Robertson Commissioner, Precinct 1 
   Mark DuBose  Commissioner, Precinct 2 
    Milton Purvis  Commissioner, Precinct 3 

Jerry Cassity  Commissioner, Precinct 4 
 

And the following Members absent:  NONE 
 
considered a motion made by ________________________________, Commissioner Precinct ____, and 
second by __________________________________,  Commissioner Precinct ___, that  the  2026 property 
tax rate be adopted as 0.6300, which is greater than the 2026 No New Revenue Tax Rate of 0.595467. 
 
IN FAVOR:    
OPPOSED:  
 
The aforementioned vote representing the (60%) majority of the Court voting in favor of the motion, as 
required by law; 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED that the Polk County 2026 Tax Rate is set as follows: 

 
                      General Fund  0.410846 
Road & Bridge (combined)                0.166200  

          Maintenance & Operation Rate            0.577046 
                          Debt (Service) Rate              0.052954  
         TOTAL COUNTY TAX RATE    0.630000 
 
This tax rate will raise more taxes for maintenance and operations than last year’s tax rate. 
The tax rate will effectively be raised by 5.16 percent and will raise taxes for maintenance and 
operations on a $100,000 home by approximately $32.12. 
 
APPROVED AND ORDERED BY THE POLK COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT on this 11th 
day of August 2026. 

 
 

_________________________________ 
Sydney Murphy, County Judge 

Polk County, Texas 
 
Attest 
BY: ___________________________ 
Schelana Hock, County Clerk                         (SEAL) 
Date: August 11, 2026 





POLK COUNTY FIRE MARSHAL OFFICE 

PERMIT FEE SCHEDULE 

Vendor $50.00 

• Temp. Vendor 10 Day Permit

Licensed facility $75.00 

• Licensed child or adult daycare

• Licensed foster home with less than 7 children

Licensed facility $100.00 

• Licensed nursing home,

• assisted living, or board

• care facility

• School,

• Educational or Head Start facility.

• Licensed foster group home with 7 or more children

Commercial Businesses $150.00 

• Apartment, hotel, motel, lodging or rooming house

• Assembly occupancy

• Business or Mercantile

Industrial Facilities $200.00 

• Industrial facility

• Storage facility

• City, county, or private prison / jail

• Hospital

• Wireless Communication Facility

Industrial Facilities $300.00 

• Other building 50,000 sq. ft. or larger

Solar Farms $500.00 

• Solar Farm sites up to 1,000 acres.

Sites over 1000 acres will be assessed a fee of: 

• $25 for each additional 50 acres.
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